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WHAT IS LOVE?
In late March the SCHS student body viewed a chapel message presented by Axis, a group of
presenters dedicated to valiantly trying to teach young people the necessity of living rightly
(righteously) in a culture and social world dominated by the philosophy of selfism. Various
group members addressed four concepts/areas for focused thought and reflection: what is
love?; what does it mean to be interdependent?; what is a covenant relationship?; and why
is it so difficult to accept vulnerability and live authentically? While space is insufficient to
address all four, I do want to expound on the first question previously listed, “What is love?”
Scripture states that, “God is love” and within that definition of love are many facets several of which the
Bible clearly identifies and the Greeks defined as agape (supernatural, selfless), storge (familial), phileo
(brotherly, friendship), and eros (romantic). All four, when balanced within the beautiful boundaries
that God created, function to create the capacity for incredible relationships that bond humans to their
Creator and to other fellow human beings. However, problems immediately surface when the Godordained balance is ignored and one facet begins to dominate. According to Axis members, the type of
love that consumes western culture is eros or romantic love and it is worshipped more-to the point of
idolatry-than the one, true God who created it. After providing numerous movie clips and song lyric
excerpts from current pop culture, the team members challenged viewers to rethink how “disneyized”
our worldviews have become from being immersed in the din of media “love.” To reinforce Axis’ claim,
I suspect any mature Christian adult who works with our youth could testify to the constant bombardment that does surround our young people promoting the complete obsession with romantic “love.”
Parents, may I beg a favor? Please take the opportunity to educate your children toward a deep understanding of these facets of love so they can be equipped to differentiate and grow a Biblical perspective, a worldview steeped in the very nature and character of God. So much pain, heartache,
and disobedience can be avoided if our young people learn, apply, and live our Creator’s loving
commands and if they do not succumb to buying the lie that eros love ultimately defines their selfworth and, therefore, consumes their thoughts, time, and energy. To train our precious youth, all entities (the Christian home, the Christian school, and the Christian church) working together enhance the likelihood of raising young men and women to be righteous warriors for our great God!
In Christ Jesus,
Mr. Wagenaar
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Staff News
CSI Bible Teachers Symposium at
Museum of the Bible in
Washington, D.C.
By Sandi Martinez

O

n Wednesday, February 14, I boarded a plane in Pasco and began my
journey to Washington, D.C. I was excitedly headed to the first annual two-day
CSI Bible Teachers’ Symposium which was
going to be held at the newly opened
Museum of the Bible. I was one of ten
elementary teachers chosen for this special opportunity. We were joined by 20
middle school and high school teachers.
Being at the Museum of the Bible was an amazing experience!
We spent about four hours touring the museum. There are
a total of eight floors, so we got a small sampling of what is
there. My favorite part was the Hebrew Bible experience which
took us through the more well-known Old Testament stories
and immersed us in the sights and sounds of the stories. The
design, the technology, and the presentation were unlike anything I have ever experienced. It brought the Bible to life! The
Jesus of Nazareth living history museum was also a wonderful depiction of first century life in Nazareth. Other parts of
the museum highlighted the impact of the Bible in American
history, around the world, and in just about every aspect of
society. The combination of artifacts and replicas painted an
amazing picture of the impact that God’s Word continues to
have on our world. During the rest of our time, we listened
to various presenters, discussed what we are teaching in our
Bible classes, and practiced new things we could be doing. We
talked about storytelling, memory work, Bible translations,
instilling Biblical practices in our students, and making the
Bible come alive in our classrooms. The sharing of ideas was
definitely my favorite part of the Symposium. We were challenged to continue to share with one another and build on the
networking that began in Washington, D.C. Already we have
been doing that via Facebook and emails. My experience at the
Symposium was a life-changing blessing, and I am very grateful
to have had the opportunity to learn, to grow, and to share.

W

e want to extend our appreciation and gratitude to Maaike Van
Wingerden who was
our Reading Specialist
and Estela Rodriguez
who taught 4th grade
for being a part of the
SCS staff and serving our students. We pray God’s covering
and blessings over you as you venture on your new journeys!
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A

lmost six years ago, a gentleman walked on to campus to
join the faculty at SCHS. Previously,
Mr. Riebe had served 22 years in
the military before retiring and had
recently been substitute teaching
in the Spokane area. Over the past
five plus years, Mr. Riebe has taught
the science curriculum and world religions. Even though Mr. Riebe has demanded that
students be prompt and work diligently, he has worn
a pleasant demeanor and has been treasured for
his organization and transparent expectations. Colleagues have appreciated his generosity, punctuality, and servant attitude. Another activity for which
some students appreciate Mr. Riebe has been his willingness to mentor by serving as an assistant softball
coach. We thank you, Mr. Riebe, for your years of
service to SCHS, and more importantly, your service
to our Lord. We will miss your incredible commitment to SCHS. May God bless you as you continue

walking with Him into the future wherever He may lead.

I

want to start out my goodbye by
saying THANK YOU. So many people
from this community have had a huge
impact on my life, my wife’s life, and
my daughter’s life. I remember when
we drove up to Sunnyside my wife and
I thought, “What did we get ourselves
into?” But this community helped me
transition into adulthood (for the most
part) and has blessed my family in so
many ways. When our daughter Rose was born, the school
community blessed us for weeks with meals and presents
that blew our minds, and for that we are truly grateful. Sunnyside will always have a special place in my heart, and I
hope to continue a number of relationships here from afar!

T

his year at SCHS we had some very wonderful
people step in and help us keep some vital classes going for our students. We would like to extend
a huge thank you to the following: Jim and Marcia
Jansen for taking on our Adv. Woodshop class for the
seniors first semester; Leroy Werkhoven for starting
and continuing our Intro to Woods class for the sophomores; Dave Van Dyke who assists with our Metal Shop
class; and to Dave Charvet who is currently teaching
Intro to Agriculture and Intro to Woods second semester. Without you, our students would not have been
able to enjoy these classes. Thank you all so much.
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Sunnyside Christian Thrift
Shop
Would you like to know what events and sales are occurring at the Thrift Shop? Check out Sunnyside Christian
Thrift Shop on Facebook and Instagram! We post information on weekly sales, special weekend sales, unique
items, fun items, videos, and days we will be closed.

Coming soon, we will have an Instagram clothing rack at the Thrift Shop. If you like an outfit,
quick-and-easy one-stop shopping will be an option. Clothing will be displayed in the format
that is shown on Instagram.

Thank you to all of you who have volunteered by assisting in the store, washing/folding laundry, praying for us,

and donating the many items of the SCTS inventory.

"Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be strong."
I Corinthians 16:13

SUNNYSIDE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL BOOSTER CLUB AUCTION

Thank you to everyone who has so generously given of their time, talents, and resources to make the 38th Annual Sunnyside Christian School Booster Club Auction a success. We are grateful for your contributions!
Thank you to the many businesses and individuals who have donated items and services to the Booster Club
Auction. We encourage you to support these businesses who have so willingly donated. Also, thank you to
the procurement team for making donor contacts and picking up the donated items.

Thank you to the classroom project coordinators and families who donated the classroom projects. A lot of
planning and work goes into creating a classroom project. We are grateful for those willing to take on this
task. Thank you to everyone who helped to prepare for the auction this week. Thank you to all of the teachers
and students who helped haul items, set up and wrap tables, plant flowers, run errands and complete all of
the other tasks that were asked of them. The students are a huge part of getting everything ready.
Thank you to the Close-Up 2019 for planning, preparing and serving dinner, as well as for helping clean up
after the auction.
Thank you to the 8th Grade Class for planning and running the kids activities.

Thank you to everyone who came to the auction to support Sunnyside Christian School. We are thankful for
your dedication and generosity to our school.
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6th Annual Grandparents & Grandfriends Day
Jayleen Gutierrez with
her grandpa having
fun!			

Devan Harrington
with her grandparents
Paula & Bill Harrington

On March 29, we celebrated our 6th Annual Grandparents and Grandfriends Day!
We started with a K-12 Chapel featuring our guest speaker, Tim De Groot, and performances by our Jr High band, our K-4 choir and our 5-8 choir. For the rest of the
morning, our students and their Grandparents and Grandfriends visited classrooms,
participating in various activities such as coloring, completing puzzles, shaping and
molding play-dough, learning the limbo and much more. We ended our morning together with a lasagna lunch in the gym provided by our Mom’s Hot Lunch.

8th Grade Graduation

Track & Field Day

O

Graduation Ceremeony
Elementary Gym
Thursday, May 31, 2018
7:00 P.M.

ur annual Track and Field Day will be held
on May 31. Each student will participate
in events from 9:00 A.M. to 10:30 A.M. All are
welcome to come and help us celebrate our last
day of school. The 7th graders will be having a
concession stand available with refreshments
and snacks.
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Spring Drama Production

Junior High Math is Cool
On February 16, the 5th grade Math is Cool team competed in Richland against other 5th grade teams. The
team placed 3rd overall in our
division, and O’mac Irewale
earned a trophy for placing 2nd
overall as an individual! On
January 26, the 6th-8th grade
Math is Cool teams competed
in Richland against other local
schools. Our alternate team
took first in their division, and
our top scorers were Gerson Jimenez (6th grade), Nathan Van Boven (7th grade) and
Max Gawlik (8th grade). Our 6th and 8th grade teams
earned an invitation to
the Math is Cool Masters competition in
Moses Lake on April
21, where they competed against 82 other
schools (approximately 600 other students)
from across the state and Oregon and Idaho. It was great
experience for all the students, and they did a great job
representing our school!

Sleeping Beauty and The Beast
We are incredibly proud of the SCHS students who
participated in this year’s production of Sleeping
Beauty and the Beast. Over thirty students worked
together to present an amazing show. Following the
adventures of Prince Charmless on his quest to save
his beloved princess from an evil spell, the story involved many different fairy tale characters working
together to create a hilarious play. Each presentation
was well-attended and enjoyed by many. Thanks
Sunnyside Christian Reformed Church for allowing
us to use their facilities. We will miss our seniors:
Madison Bosma, Cade Bosma, Erik Van Dyke, Cobi
Van Slageren, Luke Wagenaar, Alyssa Martin, Sailor
Liefke and Destiny Fonseca. Thank you, students
and Mrs. Candace Bosma, for all the hard work to
make this such a success! Thank you to all who attended the play and supported the drama program!

Memorials
We gratefully acknowledge these memorial
gifts. Thank you to all who remembered
loved ones in this way!

Jan Friend
Jim Reitsma
Wilma Lightfoot
Norma Friend
Florence Van Biezen
Grant Smith
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Junior High Softball

Junior High Basketball

Back: Taylor Andringa, Johanna Van Slageren,
Breya Faber, Haylie Wolters, Ella Alseth,
Elizabeth Brandom, Brianna Roskamp

Back Row:

Kierstin Thomas, Victoria Velazquez,
Johanna Van Slageren, Breya Faber,
Brianna Roskamp

Middle: Zoe Prins, Cora Werkhoven,
Kelli Candanoza, Kylie Tolman, Ellie Bosma,
Sylvia Gawlik, Jentry Simpson, Madelinn Fultz

Front Row:

Sylvia Gawlik, Kylie Tolman, Tayler Bonzi,
Violet Bosma

Front: Piper Clapp, Addison Hester, Claire Twigg,
Sadie Alseth, Jenna Jech, Isabella Zecchino

100th Day Celebration

Junior High Baseball

Mrs. Gassaway’s 1st grade class
Back Row: Colton Berg, Nathan Van Boven,
Cade Kinter, Matthew Roedel,
Justin Van Wieringen, Cole Wagenaar,
Jaden Jech, Daunte Ramos,
James Householder

2nd Grader
Devan Sanchez

Front Row: Sawyer Jansen, Ethan Rocha,
Clayton Smeenk, Buddy Smeenk, Dash Bosma,
Isaac De Boer
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SCS Foundation Welcomes Golf Tournament
Dr. Marvin Bolt as Speaker June 2, 2018

T

hank you to all who attended the 23rd Annual Foundation Dinner on
March 15! We were honored to have Dr. Marvin Bolt challenge us
to continue growing our endowment fund. Dr. Bolt worked at Sunnyside
Christian High School from 1984-1989. He taught math, physics, computer
science, Bible, and coached soccer.
Dr. Bolt reminisced of SCS students throwing erasers (and missing), assigning dictionary pages, and Zero the Hero. He walked through some of his
life experiences since he and his family left Sunnyside, and reminded us that
life can be both rewarding and challenging. Dr. Bolt shared with us that the
purpose of Christian education is to transform the students by renewing their
mind to God’s will, and that this transformation affects every aspect of life no
matter where one goes or what one does.
or the 2017-2018 school year, the SCS Foundation has given a total of
$108,791 to Sunnyside Christian to use in the general fund and for
scholarships. Praise be to God for His faithfulness!
The purpose of the SCS Foundation is to provide an endowment for
Sunnyside Christian School to ensure its future. We want our Christian school
teachers to continue educating our children with the mind of Christ.
Please consider giving to the SCS Foundation today. Your donations may be
made by check mailed to our address, by secure online donations at
www.scsfoundation.com, by donating the minimum required distribution from
your IRA, by including the SCS Foundation in your will, and in many other ways.

F

The SCS Foundation gratefully acknowledges memorial
gifts given in memory of Norma Friend & Grant Smith.
Thank you to all who remember loved ones in this way.

Register your teams today!

C

ome join the SCS Foundation on June 2
for their 24th Annual Golf Tournament.
The Tournament will be held at Sunnyside’s
Black Rock Creek Golf Course.
We’re looking forward to a great tournament,
so register your team today! Download your
registration form at www.scsfoundation.com.
You don’t need
to be a great golfer
to win prizes. Prizes
will be awarded
for Longest Drive,
KPs and Longest
Putt. Everyone who
participates will be
included in an additional drawing for
prizes!
Teams from each of the following categories will also be eligible for prizes: Men’s
Teams, Women’s Teams, Couple’s Teams, and
Senior Teams (55+).
Contact the Foundation office at 837-2050
or visit www.sunnysidechristianschool.org/
golftournament.cfm for more information.

Thank
You, Legacy Group Members
The SCS Foundation started the Legacy Group in September 2015 in order to give supporters an opportunity to be a part

of an annual addition to the SCS Foundation’s endowment fund. Many of you come from a long history of Christian
education and are following the legacy that preceded you. Some of you are just beginning the legacy for your family. You are
now part of a greater group of people creating a legacy for our community.
If you would like to join the Legacy Group, please contact the Foundation office at 837-2050. Thank you to our growing
number of Legacy Group members!
Tanya Allen
Andy & Grace Andringa
Mark & Beth Apol
Raleigh & Chris Apol
Hank & Henrietta Bosma
Henry & Stacy Bosma
Jeff & Tina Bosma
John & Donna Bosma
Chris & Melinda Brown
Paul & Doris Burma
Chris & Jessica Clapp
Ted & Sue Clapp
Larry & Marilyn Cleveringa
David De Boer
Dan & Carolyn De Groot
John & Ellen Dekker
Andy & Robin Den Hoed

Archie & Mari den Hoed
Art & Ruth den Hoed
Alvin & Peggy Driesen
Marie Duim
Ben & Laura Eisenga
Jim & Sandra Elenbaas
Steven & Linda Elerding
George & Jo Faber
Rob & Sonya Faber
Duane & Cheryl Friend
John & Karen Friend
Joyce Friend
Norma Friend
Cecinio & Miriam Gabino
Levi & Lauren Gassaway
Bob & Hester Groeneweg
Paul & Eileen Groeneweg

Pete & Karon Groeneweg
Jelmer & Diane Groenewold
Henry & Karen Haak
Jordan & Lissa Haak
Rosie Haak
Duane & Kelly Harrington
Tony & Sandy Harris
John & Diana Heffron
Gary & Marlene Hughes
Jim and Marcia Jansen
Dennis & Brenda Kaptein
Pete & Marjean Laverman
Arnold & Kathy Martin
Brian & Suzanne Moore
John Perez & Miriam Zuniga
Howard & Bettie Lou Pickel
Arthur & Laura Pittillo
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Ron & Judy Polinder
Jason Raines
Jim & Judy Rip
Jesse & Danette Rocha
Ron & Sue Schauer
Andy & Karen Schilperoort
Thelma Schrotenboer
Beverly Sevigny
Paul & Jane Slager
Al & Betty Smeenk
Rev Louis & Ilene Sparre
Nick & Janie Struikmans
Wayne & Trudy Sylling
Kelly & Karen Tade
Herm & Sharon te Velde
Steve & Kathy Thonney
Alan & Norma Van Beek

Brad & Ruth Van Beek
Chris & Sheryl Van Belle
Bob & Mary Van de Graaf
Bill & Remi Van Slageren
Dirk & Carol Van Slageren
Dave & Janie Van Wieringen
Arie & Agnes Van Wingerden
Harry Visser
Jennie Visser
Linda Visser
Jerry & Marj Vrieling
William & Laurie Wavrin
Ed & Mary Werkhoven
Larry & Phyllis Wheeler
Lenore Wierenga
Walt & Linda Wierenga
Edward Wolters
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Basketball Retirement
We would like to gratefully extend a tremendous congratulations and thank you to
Coach Al Smeenk who has decided to retire
as the SCHS Varsity Girls’ basketball coach
after nearly four decades of very successfully coaching the Lady Knights. Coach
Smeenk has been the only varsity girls’
coach in SCHS history and has dedicated
hundreds of hours of committed coaching
to passionately mentoring/teaching the young ladies of the Sunnyside Christian community.
Congratulations, Coach Smeenk! Words cannot adequately express the sincere appreciation of so many players and parents for
the investment you have made in their lives. You have been a
memorable leader and coach to so many, and we thank you for
the great experiences and memories over the past 40 years.
Again, congratulations for your incredible dedication, faithfulness, and passion over these many years! May God bless you as
you enjoy your retirement!

We are so thankful for our teachers! These individuals work together as a team to educate our children
well every day, and we are proud of them. They
have been called by God to this profession, and they
teach with passion, joy and love. Be sure to continue to thank our teachers whenever you see them!

SCS NEW CHILD CARE CENTER

The new Sunnyside Christian Childcare Center is opening August 15, 2018! The SCCC will be a for-profit
entity, owned by SCS and renting space from Sunnyside Christian Reformed Church. We will be offering
child care for infants, toddlers, children age 3-6, and before and after school care with bus service to and
from Sunnyside Christian School. For enrollment information, call us today at 509-831-1509 or visit (website). You can also find us on Facebook and Instagram by searching @scchildcarecenter.
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2017-2018 Basketball Cheerleaders

New!!
Sponsor a Student
We are introducing a new program at SCS. Looking ahead
to the next school year, there are at least 74 children that
will need tuition aid. These students need an average of
$115 of financial support per month for 12 months. Sponsorship cards have been created, and each represents an
individual child. You can be notified of your child’s grade
and gender if you like, but specific names will remain confidential. You are also welcome to take multiple cards and
sponsor more than one child if that desire has been laid
upon your heart. To complete an online donation form via
the SCS website, visit www.sunnysidechristianschool.org/
sponsor.cfm and fill out the required donation information. Once you have filled out the donation form, please
stop by the elementary office and see Mr. Van Beek to
receive your child-specific card. Your generous donation
promotes Christ-centered education in our community
and helps develop these young children’s character and
Christian witness.

Destiny Fonseca, Kayla Van Wieringen,
Hollie Tate

SCHS Softball Dug-Outs

SCHS ART CLUB

This semester at SCHS, we had several students who wanted
to take an art class but were unable to fit it in their schedules.
For this reason, we decided to start an after-school Art Club
on Wednesdays. We decided as a club that this should be a
time when people could bring their own projects and work
side-by-side. I have enjoyed the opportunity to work alongside my students as a “fellow artist”. We usually have about
3-10 students attending, depending on what other school activities are occuring. Says Junior Emily Broersma, “I like that
it’s very chill and there’s no agenda. It’s basically just a group
of friends making art and hanging out.”
Mrs. Haak
Adviser

As the weather slowly warmed and the anticipaton of spring sports neared, the excitement of the
SCHS softball coaches, players, and fans rocketed!
Not only were all excited to coach and play, but the
team was now going to be able to utilize two absolutely beautiful, newly constructed dugouts and
what a joy the season has been to play on an upgraded diamond. On behalf of the SCS community,
we want to extend our most heartfelt thanks to
Carolyn Smith who graciously supported the project in honor of her daughter, Heather. Without her
generosity the construction of the new dugouts
would not have been possible! We thank Carolyn
so much for her willingness to give so that many
young ladies may enjoy playing on the remodeled
diamond.
SCHS STAFF & COMMUNITY
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2018 Honor Society Inductees

Students of
the Month
February:
Jenna Andringa
Freshman

March:
Abby Bravo
Junior

Marika Van Slageren, Destiny Fonseca, Bode Jansen, Arie Prins
Erik Van Dyke, Madison Candanoza, Sophie Halma
Brooklon Struikmans

April:

Arie Prins
Sophomore

Congratulations

Knights Placing 1st at State
Lady Knights Placing 3rd at State

			

May:

Erik Van Dyke

Senior

Second Quarter
Most Improved:
Kenneth Snyder
Freshman

Third Quarter
Most Improved:
Matt Beltman
Sophomore
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SCHS 2018 SPRING SPORTS
SOFTBALL						

Back Row
Kayla Van Wieringen, Jenna Andringa,
Emily Banks, Sophie Halma, Abby Bravo
Middle Row
Cobi Van Slageren, Marika Van Slageren,
Alyssa Martin, Alicia Gibbons, Grace Van Belle,
MacKenzie Evans
Front Row
Destiny Fonseca, Brooklon Struikmans,
Sailor Liefke, Madi Candanoza

BASEBALL

Back Row
Coach Alseth, Chance Marsh, Ross Faber,
Cade Bosma, Erik Van Dyke, Coach Sarmiento
Middle Row
Bode Jansen, Kyler Marsh, Eric Villalobos,
Lane Marsh, Tyler Groeneweg
Front Row
Anthony Mendoza, Gunnar Alseth, Nate Moore

FFA MEMBERS

2018 Spring Sports

Back Row

Marika Van Slageren, Lane Marsh, Sydney Banks,
Nico Roskamp, Chance Marsh, Erik Van Dyke,
Joey Higginbotham (Advisor), Bode Jansen.

L to R

Levi Newhouse - SHS Golf
Arie Prins - Granger Soccer
John Prins - Granger Soccer
Simon Prins - Granger Soccer
Ross Laverman - SHS Tennis

Front Row

Grace Van Belle, Jenna Andringa, Cade Bosma,
Brennan Rip, Tyler Groeneweg, Emily Banks,
Madison Bosma, Krista Den Hoed,
Kayla Van Wieringen, Abby Bravo,
Cobi Van Slageren, Brooklon Struikmans
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Class of 2018
Back Row:

Emily Banks, Madison Bosma
Sailor Liefke, Cobi Van Slageren,
Alyssa Martin, Destiny Fonseca
Hollie Tate

Middle Row:

Luke Wagenaar, Jacob Rocha
Ross Laverman
Front Row:
Chance Marsh, Erik Van Dyke
Lane Marsh, Cade Bosma

Graduation Ceremony: Grandview Church
of the Nazarene
Friday, June1, 2018, 7:00 P.M.
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