
  

1. PSAT Test: PSAT/NMSQT stands for Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test. As the name suggests 
it is excellent practice for the SAT. It also helps students identify academic strengths and weaknesses. Subjects covered 
are reading, math and writing. The test is designed for juniors and sophomores, but students may take it earlier if they 
want. The test may be taken more than once. Juniors are the only ones who may qualify for National Merit Scholarship 
Competition based on their results.   
-Grades: 10th/11th   
-Offered: October (during school)  
-Register: At office  
-Cost in 2015: $15   
 
2. ASVAB Test: The ASVAB is given to all juniors by the military. It is only required for students who wish to enlist in the 
military, however it is highly recommended that everyone take it. This free test gives students more valuable experience 
at taking an aptitude test under timed conditions. Taking the test or doing well on it does not put students at any 
obligation to enlist in the military.  
-Grade: 11th   
-Offered: Fall (during school)  
-Registration not needed.  
-Cost: FREE  

3. AP Exams: Although we do not offer AP classes at SCHS, there has been enough demand that we allow seniors to take 
AP Exams in English Language and Composition and United States History. These tests are designed for students who 
have taken Advanced Placement classes or already demonstrate proficiency in a subject at the level of a college 
freshman. Some of our students have done very well on these exams, but they are not something to take lightly without 
adequate preparation. If students achieve a high enough score they may be granted college credit and may be able to 
“test out” of an introductory college course. Policies vary from college to college, so be sure to check before signing up. 
-Grade: 12th  
-Offered: May (during school)  
-Register with college adviser  
-Cost in 2014: $92 per subject ($15 of which is non-refundable if student changes his/her mind)  

4. ACT: It is not required that students take the ACT at our school; however we do provide a test center in October and 
April. Nationally it is available about once a month throughout the school year. We are not currently a test center for 
SAT, but that does not mean we endorse one test over the other. See below for more information on both tests.  
-Grades: Any, typically 11th, 12th 
-Offered: October, April 
-Register: Online www.actstudent.org  
-Cost in 2014-15: $56.50, $39.50 No Writing Option 

Testing FAQ  

Q. What are the different optional tests available at SCHS for 9th-12th graders and what are they for?   

A. We offer 4 events in-house. Here’s the list:  

(A note on the PLAN Test: This test for 10th graders has been discontinued as of 2014-15. We have not yet found a 
suitable replacement, and for now recommend all 10th graders take the PSAT. ) 



  

Q. When should I take the ACT or SAT?  

A. Some students choose to test for the first time at the beginning of the junior year (or even earlier.) This is fine, 
especially if nerves are an issue and you want more test-taking experience and plenty of time for do-overs should you 
need them. Some students choose to wait until the middle or end of the junior year, which can also be a good move, 
because you will probably be more equipped to answer some of the harder questions, especially math. (Both tests do 
contain some Algebra II questions.) Some students wait until the fall of the senior year to test for the first time. This is 
almost too late, because if you’re not happy with your scores there usually isn’t time to re-test before you apply to 
college. (You can still re-test after that point in order to qualify for scholarships.)  

Q. ACT or SAT, which one is best?  

A. The truth is, while some colleges have a preference, most will accept scores from either test. The tests, however, 
have some significant differences in how they are set up. So which one should you take? There are a few different 
approaches you could take. Many students choose to test more than once in order to get the best possible score. A 
common strategy is for a student to take both exams during the junior year and then, if unsatisfied with the results, 
re-take one of the tests in the fall of the senior year. (Whichever he/she performed better on.) Depending on your 
situation, you may wish to test more or less frequently than this.  

Sometimes, for various reasons, taking both tests is not practical. If you find yourself wanting to pick between the two, 
here are some of the differences:  

  

ACT  
-Subjects are English, Math, Reading, and Science 
with an optional Writing test.  
 
-Each subject is presented in one big chunk (All 
English questions, then all Math questions…etc)  
  
 
-Time per question is about the same, but with 
longer sections it can be harder to pace yourself.  
 
-No penalty for wrong answers/guessing.  
 
-Questions are asked in a more straightforward 
way.  
 
-Math test contains basic trigonometry.  
 
-Optional essay section is at the end.  
 
-Cost may be cheaper if you do not need the 
Writing section. (Check with the colleges you are 
looking at. It may be required.)  
  
-Colleges are more concerned with the Combined 
score than the individual subscores (so it may be 
better if you have one subject much 
stronger/weaker than the others)  

SAT  
-Subjects are Critical Reading, Math, and Writing.  
  
 
-Subjects are broken up into smaller sections 
(Reading, Math, Writing, then back to some more 
Reading, Math, etc). 
  
-Time per question is about the same, but with 
shorter sections, pacing yourself may be easier.  
 
-For wrong answers ¼ point taken away.  
 
-More emphasis on vocabulary. More careful 
reading may be needed.  
 
-Math test does not contain trigonometry.  
 
-Essay section is at the beginning. 
  
-Cost is similar to ACT PLUS WRITING.  
  
  
  
-Colleges will often look at each of your 3 
subscores individually, and some will even accept 
your highest score in each area whether it’s from 
the same testing period or not.  


